Sacramento River Ecological Flows Tool (SacEFT): Frequently Asked Questions

	Are the color thresholds for performance measures changeable by users?


Hazard thresholds or indicator ratings are a key feature of SacEFT’s design, and are fully configurable in the SacEFT database.  Because these thresholds are assigned at up to 3 different levels of spatial and temporal aggregation (daily, over an entire life history stage and annually) and often include weighting calculations based on life-history distributions and area coverages, an understanding of these units and scales is essential before changing threshold break-points.

The threshold values used for SacEFT’s initial demonstration (release v.1.0.0x) are calibrated using a full 66 year historical scenario and then found from tercile break-points (top 1/3 of years “good”, bottom 1/3 “poor”, middle 1/3 “fair”) or obvious shifts in zones of performance following inspection of the all year results.  As indicated in meta-data comments provided in the v.1.0.0x database, this approach may under- or over-estimate the biological significance of performance measure results.

The recommended approach for changing thresholds is to have each performance measure reviewed by a small group of knowledgeable and reputable biologists, who form a consensus or majority opinion.  

Now that the SacEFT prototype is available, such an evaluation is a highly recommended next step.
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